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— HE unavoidable ExpeRation of 
Death as ſure, and near, toge- 
ther with the juſt Conſideration: 
he reof as a moſt awful and im- 
portant Event, which . decides 
the Fate of our Souls, and. ſettles .our ever- 
laſting Abode, makes it a —_ deſirable. 
Thing to be able to conſider of this Change 

without Amazement.. Who would not 
wiſh. to have his Heart ſo far reconciled 

* th, as not to ſtart at its Appearance 
8 r and hide his Eyes at its neareſt 
* x6ach ? Could we be well perſi uaded 
Death were only a tolerable Evil; it were 
going a good Way towards pacifying the 
Averſion of Nature to its on Diſſolution ; 
but if we can be ſure it is a real Good, 
nd, all Things conſidered, a certain Ad. 
vantage, this is enough to gladden our 


Hearts, and raiſe our Spirits indeed, and 


A 8 | make 


(4) 


make us determine to bleſs Gop, and 


ho a, and gallant Example to 


inſpire all the Servants of Qu RIST with 
the ſame Sentiments: What he ſays here 
of Life and math, is indeed truly-great 
but not peculiar to him as an Apoſtle; he 
ſays, it upon, Grounds commpg. = 40. hie 
and to other Servants of IE S vs E $157, 
and -fufficiently ” intimates, | chat 4 
Fiith and Hope ma) 'be ane y-ordi. 

nary "Chriſtians © in the Uſe 9 (Snftrnred 
Means, and the Receit of promiſed Mercy. 

- 0 871 71K look farther” into the” Con- 


tert hereafter, and w will therefore voly ob: 


ſexye here, 


2 Tr 1+ if is the Chatater* "of, all | true 


Chriſtians, That for them to 5 1 ; Chrift 
The Chriſtian" Life is derived from'Cs = 


3 


anch directed to him; He is the Ann © 


*%* 3» © F 


Scope, and End of YL LI. _ 


8 

2. IT is the certain Privilege of all 
fuch that their Death 5 Gain: Whenever 
it comes, and in What Way Toever it 


happens, it is their Gain; if it be a Death 


for CHRIS T, it is a . to the 7 555 


an Intereſt, and. i fell out to the furth er- 
abet 


4 530 


rb ; as +0 The Apoſtle o_ 22 to 


. r=. =& , er tj], we © 
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(6) 
ance of the Goſpel, and if in Him only, it 
is; till a great and everlaſting Gain; ſor 
Bleſſed are the Dead, that die in ve Lord. 
All of them, whether Apoſtles, ordinary 


believe Chriſtianity, did we thoroughly re- 


ceiye our Lord and Maſter's Doctrine, and 


ſteadily follow his lovely Exam}: We 
Ao might apply: this: Paſſage? withane He- 
fication, and ſay of the Trials of Liſe, and 
Hains of Death, Theſe Hall turn te our Sal- 
stin ver. Dhnnm̃a . 1 SD 19 $7896 
ii] @A NNOT> better ipedvo⸗ the ſolemn 
Hour of our preſent Meeting on the meurn- 
ful Oechſion of Mr. Gledlills Deatli, thaw 
by ſetting before you the Meaning ad Nd. 
dence of this Goſpel Truth; That the 


Death of every truly good Chriſtian = 


-% 
rw 


great as well as real Gains 
on the. Bxplication of this" 'Fropofitic 


uld be Ons > LIT 
h Ws noir itizaca 


1 Os: what D Death aach the bor yoo hers: 
- ſpeak? Mur 380 Rt 


n. Qs a does 47 ky That 15 
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Miniſters, or private Chriſtianz. $0) tien 
did we but well underftand and pracically: 


b 
4 
"7 

b 

1 
N i 
* 
* 
1 
| 1 
4; 
1 
. 
1 

* 
* 
94 
7 
7 

1 4 

1 


| | "24 m In oh babes Joes he mean n what a 
| 0 | | * 55 4 75 A 5 ki | ( 
* | ped 
| 2 1. Os whar Death _ the Apoſtle hee 
1 | I 30 5 not e lde this uur TY ben be. 

2 = cauſe of the ſeveral Senſes in which the 
* Word Death is uſed in Seripture, biz. 

1 | for a State of Sin, in Oppoſition to ſpiritual 

12 = Life, Du hash be quickned, who were dead 
e Treſpa aer and Sins, ph. ii. 1. For 4 

S3 cate of Miſery, in Oppoſition to a glorious 

1 and immortal Life, The Wages of Sin -is 

5 Death, Rom. vi. 23. For the Separation 
1 made hetween a renewed Soul and ſinful” 

| Objects, by Means of that Life unto which 


it is quiekened by the Spirit of Gon, Je 
are dead, and your Life is hid with CHRIS 
in Gov, Coloſſ. iii. 3. I know the Apo! 
| ſtle has no reſpect to any of theſe Sen 

3 here, but ſpeaks of Death in the common 
Acceptation of the Word, 2. e. the Diſſo- 
1 Jution- of the Body, or the Separation of 
Body and Soul from one another, and from 
the World, as appears by the Expreſſions 
uſed in ver. 23, 24. A Deſire to depart, i. e to 
have his Soul parted from his Body, oppoſed to 
ee in the Flefp : But my Reaſon for this 
q 7 Inquiry 
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I Inquiry, is, that I apprehend. the Apoſtle | 
ey intends to be underſtood here of the Death © 
t of Martyrdom, and of that according to 
the Courſe of Nature. 
Tua the Apoſtle would be underſtood 
Jork a Death of Martyrdom, if G o »- ſhould 
va. NN call him to it, appears from the Deſign and 
cope of this Epiſle,, which is to, excite the 
Philippians to, Conſtancy and Progreſs in 
Faith and Holineſs, notwithſtanding, | his 
Sufferings for. the Goſpel; and likewiſe from 
ſuch Paſſages as that, ver. 13. My Bonds in 
Chriſt are « manife} in all the Palace, and 
in all other Places, i. e. it is well known 
both in the Court, and every where elſe, 
that I do not ſuffer for any Misbehaviour 
of my own, but for Chriſt and the Goſpel's 
Sake, ver. 20. My Hope is, Chrift ſhall be ag 
nified by my Body, whether. it be by Life or 
by Death, q. d. If I live I will preach. the 
Goſpel, and if I die it ſhall be in the De- 
Re of it; I glory in Tribulation, and 
eſteem Martyrdom a Crown ; ſhould 
1 ſuffer, for the Sake of CHRIST ever fo 
much Pain and Shame, ſhould. the Ene- 
mies of Chriſtianity offer me up in Sacri- 
fice, ſhould I on this Account be a Spec- 
tacle to Angels and Men, and ſuffer Death 
for Cc HRIS T's Sake before ever ſo many 
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Witneſſes, and With ever Io, great Nd. 
Pwach or Torture, 1 deckte 1 een 
20 2! (M10 

Bur beſides this the: : Apoſtle the 
be underſtood Ef a natural Death; and it 
is equally true of all that die in CRI $f) 
as Well as for him, that their Death is Gl. 
Such as die in the true Faith of Jzsvy, 
as Well as they © who die in the De- 
Fence of it; ſuch as confeſs Curr Oh 
a Bed of Siekneß, as well as rließ 
who do it in 4 Court f Judicature, Al 
good Chriſtians, whether they die in one 
Way or another, are burnt at à Stake, 1 
conſumed by Sicknefs; ; are broken on 4 
Wheell, or broken by grinding Pain; die 
onen Stage, or expire on their Beds; who 
lingring Sicknefs eonſumes, or acute Diſteni: 
pers break down;- or Years and Infirmitics 
wear out, 25 wel as they wh dre Hanel, 
ſaws aſunter, or lain ith the” EA Hef 
the Sword; "all - fall find. their Death » 
Grp: . 
vi ANd ſhould it now be ited, of whon 


ſprakerh' the Apoſtle this; of himſelf or f 


go Ty 
= VV $ 


feme other Man The Anſwer is made 


in part already : He ſiys it of himſelf, no 
doubt, under à full Perſuaſion of his own 
Sineetity and the Love of CnrxrsT to 


0 his 


PY = —— — ii et 
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his Soul; he had ab Doubt in his Mind 
concerning the Certainty of the future State 
of Life and Happineſs prqmiſed by the 
Goſpel, nor of his own perſonal Right and 
Intereſt in it; he was able therefore and 
forward to ſay without Hefitation or n 
ple, for me to die is Gain. 

He ſays it alſo of the whole Amy of. 
Martyrs and Confeſſors who died for 
CuRIST, and in Defence of his Goſpel; 
all the Righteous Men whom Satan by 
his Inftruments caſt into Priſon and flew; 
whom nothing could perſuade to diſhondur 
this Cauſe, though their Blood were min- 
gled with their Sacrifices ; for every ſuch 
Head thus laid low is prepared a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs which fadeth not away. 

AN D the Apoſtle fays, this of all Good 
Men to the End of the World, of Saints 
as well as Apoſtles and Martyrs, of ordi- 
navy} Chriſtians as well as extraordinary 
ones; whoſoever can truly ſay, To live 1s 
Chriſt, may fafely add, to die is Gain. A 
higher Honour may be put upon ſuch as 
have ſhewn a more remarkable Zeal for 
Gov, and Contempt of Life and this 
World; and CHRIST may, and proba· 
bly will aſſign a ſuperior Manfioa in his 
FATHER'S Houſe to them who have ſuf 

B  fered 
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(1) 
fered Shame and Loſs and Death for his 
ſake; but doubtleſs every good Chriſti- 
an will be ſatisfied and perfect in the 
future state, and find his Death a moſt 
comfortable and ſufficient Gain. 


Il. In what Reſpects is Death every 
good Man's Gain? 


DEA E in itſelf is an Evil and a Loſs 
the greateſt of any in this World; it is 
the Puniſhment of Sin, and the Penalty 
inflicted upon Sinners by the violated Law 
of G0 p, and has a very fad retinue of 
Sickneſs, Pain, and Darkneſs; it puts an 
End to all a Man's preſent Uſefulneſs and 


Comfort, and deprives him of every earth- 


ly Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment; it does the 
greateſt Diſhonour to our Nature, and by 
the Stroke of it we all feel a good deal 
of the Smart and Shame and Miſery de- 
ſerved by Sin: It has many evil and bit- 
ter Fruits and Effects; it ſpills the nobleſt 
Blood, and ſtops the moſt agreable Breath, 
it removes from us the moſt engaging 
Company, and deprives us of the faireſt 
Examples; it ſhuts the moſt lovely and pe- 
netrating Eye, and ſtops and ſtiffens the 
moſt tender and faithful Heart and Hand, 


47 


(it) 


it puts an End to the Relations of Parent, 
Child, and Friend, and changes the moſt 
flouriſhing and promiſt ing Families into 
Widdows and Orphans; neither Beauty, 
Wealth, nor Virtue can ſtop or retard its 
Approaches, it is deaf to Tears, and Vows, 
and Importunity, and advances upon. all 
the ſinning World as an implacable and 
unrelenting Enemy; it bends its Bow a- 
gainſt the Hoary Head, and the bloom. 
ing and delicate Youths eſcape not the 
Arrows of its Quiver, nay it even pozrs 
out the Soul of Infants and Sucklings in- 
to the Boſom of their Mothers: We ſome- 
times loſe by Death what all our Reaſon 
will hardly enable us to ſuſtain; Gop 
obliges us to part with what we know not 
how to let go, and when at laſt he ſtrikes 
the Blow we dread, our Faces ſhun the Light, 
we retire from Company and the World, 
and figh out to him in ſecret, Lover and 
Friend haſt thou put far from me, and 
mine Acquaintance into Silence. But not- 
withſtanding all this, and whatever may 
be concluded from the Groans of the Sick 
and Dying, and the Tears of the deſolate 
and miſerable, the force of this Truth re- 
mains unſhaken that every good Chriſti- 
an's Death is Gain. 
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1. IN reſpect of the Freedom hereby 
procured. And here I do not ſo much 
mean the Freedom of the Soul from the 
Incumbrance of the Body of the Fleſh, and 
o its greater Capacity of knowing, lov- 

ing, and enjoying ſpiritual and [heavenly 
Objects, (which without doubt is a moſt 
deſirable and delightful Liberty) but I 
mean now Freedom from bodily :Sicknels, 
Diſturbance of Mind, Satan's Temprations, 


the Body of Sin, hd all further Poſſibi. 
lity of Death. | 


DEATH is a true Chriſtian's Gils. as it 


frees him from bodily Pain, and Sickneſs, 


Who knows not the great Inconvenience, 
the beſt People in the World ſuffer from 
theſe? We who are in this. Tabernacle do 
on this Account groan being burdened ; the 
Difcaſes Which invade our Bodies, 150 the 
Pains that grind and torment us are ve- 


Ty many and very grievous; they change 


our Countenances and conſume our Fleſh, 


interrupt both the Service and Pleaſure of 
Life, make us uneaſy to ourſelves, and trou- 
blefome to others, and in ſome Inſtances 
they return ſo often and preſs ſo hard, 
that even a good Man is ready to ſay, 


My Soul chooſeth Strangling and Death 


rather than Life. ] oath it, I would no- 
| i „ 
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live alwg) : Let me aloue, for my Days 
are Vanity, Job vii. 155 16. It is in this 
reſpect true that there is no Soundneſs in 


our F Leſh becauſe of God's 9 Auger, a0r any 


Reſt in our Bones becauſe of our Sins 


for as much as God's Arrows ſtick faſt in 


ys, and bis Hand preſſeth us ſore, Pſalm 
XXXvili. 2, 3. But it is likewiſe true that 
Death gives good People a tull Diſcharge 
it finiſhes Sickneſs and 
makes an end of Min; the Moment that Life 
departs, thoſe Miſeries of it ceaſe and re- 
turn no more; our vile Bodies are the 

Seat of Diſtempers, but ſo ſoon as the 
ſhortning Breath and trembling Heart are 
ſtopped, there is a final End of Sickneſs, 
Pain, and every evil Diſeaſe. | 

DA likewiſe frees all good Chriſti- 
ans from all Diſturbance of Mind. It fi- 
niſhes perplexing Care, tormenting Fear, 
and heavy Grief and Sorrow; it puts an 
End to every inward Groan and paſſionate 
Exclamation; the Godly Dead feel no more 
Afflictions themſelves, and weep no more 
over the Sins and Sorrows of thoſe about 
them; they are neither vexed with Incum- 
brance nor Diſappointment, they ſee no 
more Objects of Miſery, and hear no more 
melancholy Tidings; they are diſmiſſed 
from attending the Sick- Rooms of depart- 
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1 | | ing Friends, hearing their bitter Groans, 
1 beholding their dying Pangs, and attend. 
| ing their mournful Funerals : And conſider. 
| ing how liable we are, while in this World, 
KY | to Diſturbance - from the Paſſions of our 
| Minds, and how many Things occur to 
raiſe and whet them, it cannot but be 
eſteemed a conſiderable Part of the Gain of 
the Godly Dead, that they are fully and 
finally freed from this Diſtreſs : That 
Death gives a good Man his Quietus, 
that he enters into Peace and Refts in his 
Bed, t hat he ſhall ſhed no more Tears over 
his own or others Miſeries, walk about his 
deſolate Houſe no more, and paſhonate-. 
ly exclaim before Gop by Reaſon of a 
Declining or Degenerate Family ; this is 
his Gain. 

ANo fo it is that Death finally frees 
him from Satan's Temptations ; that he 
Mall be no more enſnared by the Wiles, 
or wounded by the fiery Darts of the De- 
vil, that none of the Artifices, Power, or 
Malice of that ſecret, ſubtle, and implaca-. 
ble Adverſary can any longer reach him: 
This is a good Man's Gain. Chriſtians are 
able to tell many melancholy Stories of their 
fore Conflicts with. Satan's Temptations, 
while they continue in their State of Trial, 

and 
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tory over him; 


and cannot but think it a great Advan- 
tage that Death will finiſh their Warfare 
with this Enemy, and compleat t heir Vic- 
- now he lyes in wait to 
deceive and enſnare them, to pollute and 
defile them, to affriglit and torment them; 


it pleaſes Gov to ſuffer Satan frequently to 


attempt the beſt People in this World with 
ſome ſucceſs ; he perplexes them in Life, 
and ſometimes diſturbs their dying Mo- 
ments, and heightens the laſt Agony; but 


ſo ſoon as ever the Soul of a true Chri- 
ſtian is ſeparated from his Body, it be- 


comes the Charge of Angels, and is put 


under a Convoy that will tranſmit i it ate 


and ſecure to Glory. 
Again, it is a great Part of the Gain 


of Death that it frees good Men from 


the Body of Sin; the beſt People are now 


ſanctified only in Part and find conſtant. 
Reaſon to ſigh over the Remains of Sin 


that dwelleth in them; worldly Objects 
and unlawful Pleaſures have our Appetites 
and Senſes very much on their fide, both 
which being managed by the Dexterity of 
datan are often too hard for our Reaſon 
and Judgment; ſad Work is often made 


tor ſore Repentaace, and the dejected Chri- 
ſtian is ready to take up the holy Apo- 


ſtle's 


* 
2 
1 


Fx: EEE _m— 4 = - 
b " —— — — 


— 22 — 


1 
1 

| 
f 
0 
| 
4 
N 


———————— — 


—— —— — 


—— — * — — 
_—_ 


— — 


— F< - yk — — 
N VS ——ů — i. 


— — 


DCIS "Ix. ES 
. — 
a 2 — — —— — —— —2— 


2 
— D . 
= — — 


7 
* 
, 
o 
tut 
l 
- 
4 
1 
1 
ww 
| 
1 > 
i * 
” = 
1 
— 
Fs 
* 
E 4 
* 
1 
9 A. 
F „ 
17 
* 
„ 
"Q F 
© 
Mah 
bg. * 
, 
. 
1 
. 
, on 
' 
* 3 
” i. 
. 
. 
4 
EN 
1 
17 
1 
bd” 
. 
1. * 
N 
1 
1 
SL, 
| of 
1 
1 
wy 
Eo 
78, 
wo 
55 
$2 
£ 
* 
U 


(16) 

file's heavy Complaint, O wretched May 
that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the 
Body of this Death ! © have heard that 
«© a Friend viſiting Mr. Baxter towards 
ec the Cloſe of his Life, and obſerving him 
© to claſp his Hands together, ſaid, Sir, I 
” * fear you are in great Pain, Ay (aid he) 
who would not be glad to be rid of 

« = Fleſh, when it is ſick it groans when 
« it is well it luſts, . The Feſh luſteth 
againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt 
the Fleſh, and theſe two are contrary one 
302 oe | 
Finally, By Death FR” Men are freed 
from all poſſibility of dying any more. 
And how great an Advantage this is e- 
very one ſees; who does not ſhrink at the 
Approaches of Death? Whoſe Fleſh does 
not ſhudder when his Diffolution draws 


nigh? Even good Men of conſiderable At- 


tainments in Knowledge, Faith and Ho- 
lineſs, whoſe Hearts are pure and whoſe 
Hands are clean, who have preſerved a 
great Reverence of God, and whoſe Walk 
has been generally even and regular, have 


yet felt this Fear ; and ſome by reaſon of 


the Fear of Death have been all their Life- 
time ſubject to Bondage: And beſides the 


Thoughts that now and then enter into 


the 


(17) 


the Hearts even of good People as to their 


| Sincerity, Forgiveneſs, and Acceptance 


with Go p, as to the vaſt Conſequence of 
Death, how much depends upon this 


Change, and what if they ſhould not be 
ſafe, and what if after all they ſhould be 


miſtaken. Beſides this, I ſay, the very 
Thing itſelf, the univerſal Diforder of a 
diſſolving Nature, the Hurry of the Spirits, 
the Tremblings of the Fleſh, and An- 
guiſh of the Soul, all which is in many 
Caſes heightened by Diſtemper, and in 
ſome by Satan's Temptations, makes 1t a 
Change no wiſe Man would chooſe to un- 
dergo- twice; it 1s happy therefore that we 
can die but once, that we have not this 
Work to do over and over; and it ſhould be 
conſidered with many 'Thankſgivings unto 
Go, that true Chriſtians being dead, God 


ſhall wipe away all Tears from 3 Eyes; 


and there ſhall be no more Death, nor Sor- 
r0w, #57 Crying, neither ſhall there be any 
more Pain; for the former Things are paſed 
away, REV. XXL 4. 


2. IN Reſpe& of the Victory hereby 
obtained over all adverſe Powers. The 
Death of tlie Captain of our Salvation was 
a Vigory, and ſuch will that of his People 


ve in Conformity to him; when He fell 
8 He 
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He conquered, and ſo ſhall all the living 
Members of this Glorious Head: Death 
can only kill the Body, and after that hath 
20 more that it can do; there is a Life 
begun in every good Chriſtian that this 
Change cannot reach, and that is per fected 
by it, and made more bright and glorious: 
Our RE DEEMER died with all the Infamy 
and Torture that could well be inflicted 
or invented; but He was greater here (if 
it could be) than in his Life, this finiſhed 
his Character, and compleated his Work, 
1t put a final End to the grand Combat He 
undertook with all the Powers of Dark- 
neſs, his Conflict with Sin and Death, 
and all that could be ſuppoſed likely or 
poſſible to ſeparate his People from the 
Love of Gop; and in Conformity to him 
they die into Life, and conquer by dying; 
their Death is their Victory over Satan, 
Sin, this World and Death; they are here- 
by perfected in Holineſs, and fitted to 
paſs into immediate Glory; they gain the 
Work and the Prize, the Work of perfect 
Holin eſs, and Prize of perfect Happineſs; 
they inſtantly go from Labour to Reſt, 
from Service to Honour, from Trial to 
Triumph, and are Conguerars, and mare 
than ſuch through bim that has loved them; 


they now vanquilh their laſt Enemy, and 
have 


Happineſs: 
called Re? aud Peace; 


SW 

have Right to ſay with their laſt Breath, 

0 Death where is thy Sting, O Grave where 
js thy Victory? Thanks be to Gov, , who 


Si us the Victory through I JE. 
sus CHRIST: 


Ix Reſpect of the Happineſs hereby 
poſſeſſed and enjoyed. This is finely re- 
preſented in the Sacred Pages, and ſo as 
ſufficiently to fatisfy and delight the ſtrong- 
eſt and moſt refined Mind; Death, we are 
fully aſſured by the infallible Word of 
G0 p, delivers all good Chriſtians into a 
State of real, immediate, and perpetual 
This for the Safety of it 1s 
for the Pleaſure 
and Honour of it, Life aud Glory; and for 
the Perfection and Duration of it, a Crows 
that fadeth not away, a Mingdon that can- 
not be ſhaken, and a Honſe not made with 
Hands, eterna] in the Heavens. What 1s 
ſaid of this in the Word of Gov, is ſpoken 
very much in Condeſcenſion to our preſent 
State of Imperfection, we are not now a- 
ble adequately to conceive of future Bleſ- 


ſedneſs, it doth not yet andes what We 


hall te; this only appears, that we, ſhafl 


hereafter be like Gov, and ſee him as he is. 


And can the utmoſt Wiſh of a devòut· Soul 


riſe higher than this? Has tlie ſublimeſt 
C2 and 


* 
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and moſt refined Mind any thing farther 


to deſire than this Conformity and V ifion ? 


the Viſion of the Selft-exiſtent and moſt Blef- 
{ſed Go p, the Fountain of Life and Hap- 
pineſs, that is immediate and perpetual, 
transformative and fatisfying ; that will be 
accompanied with the deepeſt Contempla- 
tion and Knowledge, the moſt uninterrupt- 


ed Adoration, the Company of innumera. 
ble Angels, the Fellowſhip of perfected Spi- 
'Tits, and the Smiles and Love of the en- 
throned glorified REDEEMER; a State de- 
ſerving to be called, the Paih of Life, and 


which imparts and ſecures F:llueſs of Foy, 


and Pleaſures for evermore ; to be tranſmit- 


ted by Death into ſuch a State, and imme- 
diately ſurrounded with ſuch Company; to 
paſs thro' this Valley only that we may enter 


the Regions of Light and Lite, and when we 


enter to be preſently changed into the Di- 
vine Image, and be thenceforth like unto 
Gov in Purity and Immortality What 
is Gain? What is Happineſs if not this? 


- HE I am to give {ome Evidence of this 
Truth, That Death is a good Chriſtian's 


Gain. And this I apprehend "Ay ap- 
pear, 


1. F R OM the Reaſon and Propriety of 
Things 
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Things. That the pious Dead are imme- 
diately Happy, we may well believe upon 
all manner of rational Evidence: For 


what does our Reaſon make plain to us, 


if not ſuch Things as theſe ? That there is 
a Gop the Creator, Proprietor, and Lord 
of all Things; that He has a Concern 
with this World of ours, beholds its Inha- 
bitants, and ſuperintends its Affairs; that 
Man is not a Creature like the Brutes 
that periſh, nor this Fleſh of ours which 
ſickens and dies, and turns to Corruption 
and Rottenneſs, the whole of Man; but 
that there is an immortal Spirit in Man 
which the Inſpiration of the Almighty 
teacheth Underſtanding, and which from 
its Capacities and Powers, its Taftes and 
Deſires, its Searches and Employment, ap- 
pears to be allied to the World of Spirits, 
and deſerves to be called: in ſome high and 
noble Senſe GOD Almighty's Off-ſprizs ; 
and if fo, then there is a State beyond the 
World in which we now live, that is a 
proper Habitation tor Beings that cannot 
die, Who would not readily: conclude, that 
as the preſent World -evidently conſiſts 
of Inhabitants different from one another 
in their Principles, Tempers, and Pur- 
ſuits ; fo, that there muſt be a future one 
conſiſting of different States ſuitable to 


theſe 
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theſe Inhabitants ? If there be a Difference 
berween Good and Evil now, ſurely there 
will be one hereafter; if the Righteous 
and the Wicked are not now diſtinguiſhed 
and rewarded, they will be ſo hereafter. 
It does not appear that Gop could be 
juſt and good, his Providence wiſe and 
equal, and the Scheme of Things regular, 
uniform and conſiſtent, but by allowing 0 
— this. 


2. FROM the great Improbability and 
Abſurdity of the contrary Suppoſition. To 
ſuppoſe that a good Man is not a Gai. 
ner by Death is either to ſuppoſe that 
there is no Go p, or that He is not wile, 
and juſt, and good ; that there 1s no Spi- 


rit in Man, or that it is not diſtinct 
from Fleſh, immaterial and immortal; 


that there is no Difference between Good 
and Evil, no providential Inſpection now, 
nor eternal Judgment hereafter; and 
{o, that the Light of Nature, the Word 
of GO p, the Faith and Hope of good Men, 
the Fears of ill ones, and the Experience 
of both have nothing in them. And TI 
think one may be very ſure a Man muſt 
do the greateſt Violence to his Conſcience 
and take unſpeakable Pains with himſelf, to 


arrive at this Degree of Infidelity; =. 
when 
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when he has done may well be fent to the 
wiſer Heathen to be made to bluſh and 
be aſhamed, that he can diſcredit what 


even Nature itſelf teaches. 


. FROM the full Perſuaſion of all good 


Men both living and dying. All good Peo- 


ple every where live and die, Iooking for 
the bleſſed Hope, and fully confident that 
there is a future Happineſs to be immediate- 
ly poſſeſſed after Death ; this they declare 
plainly, and give the beſt Evidence that 
they are fincere and 1n hearty good earneſt, 
by fearing GoD, and workings Righteouf- 
meſs; by the painful Exerciſes of Mortifi- 
cation and Selt-denial, by diſciplining their 


Appetites and Paſhons, and being ſober, 


righteous and devout; and by ſuffering alto 
tor CHRIST, and undergoing any Thing 
in all the World rather than deny his Truth, 
difown his Cauſe, part with the Love of 
G op, and the Hope of his Acceptance and 
Favour for ever: This they do univerſally 
one and all: This they do uniformly in the 
whole Courſe of Life, and do 1t dying as 
well as living, in their moſt ſerious Hours, 
in the neareſt Views of Eternity, and with 
their lateſt Breath: Of the Truth of this 
Hope, they likewiſe declare they have a 


real Perſuaſion {ſounded in Experience by 
the 


2 ——— oe ow 
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the Work of Gov upon their Spirits and 
Lives, convincing them of the Evil and 
Danger of Sin, of the - Neceſſity and Ex. 
cellency of Religion, and of the Pleaſure 


and Benefit of being New Creatures, and 
as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, Opening their 


Eyes, and turning them from Darkneſs to 


Light, and from the Power of Satan unto 
Gop, that they may obtain the Forgive: 
meſs of Sins, and an Inheritance amoneſt 
them that are ſanctiſted, Acts xxvi. 18. 
Now is not Hope which produeeth theſe 
Effects from GOD? And does Gop plant 
this Hope in good Men, on purpoſe to 

diſappoint and torment them? Is it con- 
ſiſtent with Wiſdom and Goodneſs, for 
Gop to deceive the beſt of his Creatures 
in this World for ever, and that univer- 
fally, and without Diſt inction, in every 
Age and Place under Heaven? Did Ste. 
phen, the Apoſtle Paul, the whole Army 
of Martyrs, nay, CHRIST himſelf, and 
all his Servants, who filled up the re- 
maining Meaſure of his Sufferings, die 
miſtaken when they bore witneſs to the 
Goſpel Faith and Hope with their laſt 
Breath and Blood? Did our Fathers when 
they left us, and told us they were go- 
ing to Heaven, and had a a Hope they 
would not part with for all the wor 
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and ſolemnly recommended the Love and 


Fear of God to us hereupon, deceive us 
and themſelves with a Golden Dream? 


Do living Chriſtians ſerve God ſor nought; 
or dying Saints depart with a Lye in 
their Mouths? Impoſſible! Men may as 


well ſay all things are Dreams and Sha- 


dowys, doubt of every thing they ſee and 
hear, and not ſo much as believe their 


own Exiſtence, and that of the Air in 
which yy breathe and Earth on which 


they tread. 


4. FROM the Chriſtian Revelation. We 
are fully and clearly aſſured by the Scrip- 
tures of Truth, the Word of Go. and 
Goſpel of our Salvation, that Death is e- 
very good Man's Gain; this relates and 
aſcertains the Immortality of the Soul, the 
Reſurrection of the Body, and the Life e- 


verlaſting; aſſures us that Go p willſhew 


us the Path of Life, that our Faith and 


Hope are of bim, that the Wiſe ſhall inhe- 


rit Glory, the Pure in Heart ſhall ſee God, 
and ſuch as by patient Continuance iu well 


doing. ſeek for Glory, Honour, aud Immor- 
tality, Gop will reward with eternal Life. 


And this Aſſurance is clear and full, expreſs 

and particular, promiſed and repeated over 

* over, confirmed by all the Proof a 
D 


'Thing 


q A 4 = = Q 
7 3 fi 1 li = 19 4 al 
y A 1 RD we - 112 * v UF - J 
8 * 1 5 =; SL 

I - 2 EIS oo F. A 9 - 2 

"PE i . 1 8 

e Ar a . 4 
\ MFR =x =, wo 9 * = d 5 
| i N n N bo 
1 e 7 N 2 be _ * f 7 e 
0 14 os = 


(26) 

Thing of this Nature is capable of, is ſuch 
Evidence as the beſt People in all Apes haye 
lived and died upon, and ſuch as has been 
abundantly ſufficient to confound and ter. 
rify hardened Sinners, reproach and ſhock 
- their Infidelity, and force them with bitter 
Anguiſh to ſigh out ſuch a Heart-piercing 
'Wifh as that, too late, Let me die the 
Death of the Righteous, and let my latter 
End be _ his. 


* 
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1. Infer. T HE Abſurdity of ſuppoſing the 
Soul to expire, or ſleep with the Body till 
the Reſurrection. If that were ſo; there 
would be neither Force nor Truth in this 
Declaration; a State of Inſenſibility can be 
no real Gain at all; eſpecially to a laborious 
faithful Miniſter of CHRIST, who was 
at this Time employed in a moſt honourable 
and ſucceſsful Service: St. Paul could fay, 
with very little Reaſon, that his Departure 
was being with CHRIS T, if he departed 
into an inſenſate State; and to be ſure he 
could not, with any at all, ſay, that this 
was far better: What is it far better for 
an Apoſtle to die into Inſenſibility, than to 
live for the Honour of CHRIST, and Fur- 

Therance of the Golpel : ? It would be - 
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cold Comfort to a good Man, to be told, 
that as ſoon as he dies he ſhall enjoy no- 
thing ; is this being with CHRIST, or ac- 


cepted of Gop ? No ſure, theſe are brutiſh 
Opinions, and equally a Contradiction to 
the Faith of Chriſtians, and the Reaſon of 
Men. 

2. Tk Benefit of the Chriſtian Werd 
tion. This is a vaſt Benefit, as it is an in- 
fallible Rule of Faith and Duty, teaching 
all Men every where plainly and fully what 
we are to know, believe, and do in order 
to eternal Salvation; and it is a mighty 


Benefit and Bleſſing, as it is a Charter of 


great Privileges, and a ſure Ground of glo- 
rious Hopes and Proſpects: This aſcertains 
thoſe Things which are of the utmoſt Im- 
portance, brings us to a Point in Matters 
Spiritual and Eternal, directs us how to 
live, and teaches us how to die: Such as 
are deftitute of this, know nothing certainly 
concerning the Pardon of Sin, Accep- 


tance with God, and the future State of. 


perfect Happineſs ſecured to good Men 
by his Promiſe; the World was covered 
with Darkneſs, and the Minds of the moſt 
inquiſitive People filled with many Doubts 
and vaſt Uncertainty, till Life and Immor- 
tality were brought to Light by the Goſs 


be el : Let us, therefore, receive the- Chri- 


D 2 ſtian 
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ſtian Doftrine- with Reverence,, Humility, 
and Thankfulneſs, ule it for our Directi- 
an and Comfort as to Life and Death, 
accept it as a Truſt, and prize it asa Treaſure, 
labour to underſtand: the Grounds and 
Meaning of it, | {et ourfelves to vindicate 
and defend it, and above all fee to it 
that we are Examples of the Spirit, Lite 
and Power of it; it will be a very ſad 
thing to have lived long under the Light 
and Sound of the Goſpel, if after all it 
ſhould; be found that we have · received 
514. Grace of our God in Vain. 

3. Ex infinite Advantage of CHR I 81 8 
Seti Mag, without which the Demands 
and Challanges of the Law and. Juſtice of 
Gop had not been anſwered, and neither 
Sin nor Death deſtroyed: When we: ready 
to, die is Gain, we may well add heres 
upon, It is God that juſlifieth, it is. Chriſt 
that died, yea. rather that is riſen again: 
Had not the Son of GOD undertaken to 
give Satisfaction. to the violated Law and 
incenſed Juſtice of Gop, Death had 
been a Loſs and Curſe only to all the Sons 
and Daughters of Apoſtacy; ; and had he not 
made it to the full, He himſelf had remain, 
ed under the Bonds of Death. Let us there- 
tore remember with the greateſt Gratitude, 
and Peepelt Senſe of Obligation, tQ whom 


We 
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we Owe this unſpealta ble Bleſſiſig 35 the mea 
ritorious, invaluable Death of our dear Re- 
deemer converts this Curſe into a — 
this Loſs into Gain. 

4. THIS ſhews the bald Difference be: 


tween the Righteous and the Wicked, bes 


tween him that feareth Go p, and him that 
feareth him not: The Wicked is driven as 
way in his Wickedneſs; but the Raghteous 
hath Hope in his Death: To:the one to liua 
;s CarisT, and ta die Gain; to the othe? 


Life is only a vain Amuſement, or a ſenſual 


Gratification, and Death the Beginning of 
exquiſite and endleſs Sorrow; the one 15.difs 
miſſed by Death, the other arreſted by it; 
it diſcharges the one from Confinement, but 
hales the other to Execution; it is ſent to a 
good Manas a gracious Invitation to promiſed 
Mercy, but ſer ved upon an ill one as a Writ or 
Warrant for his Condemnation; a true Chris 
ſtian has only to die, and he is happy; an un- 
pardoned Sinner is no ſooner dead, but he is 
miſerable; Joy unſpeakable follows in the 
one Caſe, in the other Weeping and ail 
ing, and Gnaſhing of Teeth. 
F. THis aſſures true Chriſtians of the 
final Deſtruction of Sin. This will be fiz 
niſhed and made an End of; now it pollutes 
and enſlaves, grieves and torments us; but 
i ſhall not be always thus, the Time of this 
Conflict 
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Conflict is ſhort, and the End is at hand; a 
few more Prayers and Tears, a little more 
Chriſtian Fortitude and brave Oppoſition, 
and the Combat will end in Victory and 
Triumph: The Souls of Believers are at 
their Death made perfect in Holineſs, and 


O fitted immediately to paſs into Glory; 


the finiſhing of Sin makes Death our Gain. 


And. He who has begun this good Work 


in us, will in his own Time and Way 
make it per ſect; for as for Gop, his 
Work ic perfect: The Sting of Death is Sin, 
let this be deſtroyed then, and that is diſ- 
armed, and deſtroyed it will be, as ſurely 
as it is now weakened and broken, by the 
mighty Working of that Power by which 


 Gop is able to ſubdue N Things unto him- 


6. T 1s juſtifies Good People in their 
warrantable and commendable Deſires to 
depart, and be with CHRIST. I had ra- 


| ther (ſays the Apoſtle) depart and be with 


CHrr1srT, becauſe this is far better: Bet- 
ter indeed, when Go p ſees good, when we 
have finiſhed our Time of Service and Trial, 
and Faith and Hope are ſo lively and glo- 
rious, as to be fit for the Viſion and Frui- 
tion of GoD : But till then, let us take 
heedof raſh and unjuſtifiable Deſires of Death, 
ar iſing from any unſeemly Diſguſt in us, 
3 whetted 


„ 


whetted by Impatience with our Lot, or 
favouring of an eager and untimely. covet- 
ing of our Reward, before we. have fully 


' ſerved God and our Generation according 
to his Will. 


7. Is Death be a good Man's Gain, why 


ſhould any ſuch through the Fear of this, 


be all or any Part of their Life-time, ſub- 
jet to Bondage? Are Men uſed to be afraid 
of Gain? or dread their Advantage? or fo 
much as wiſh the Delay of their Reſt and 
Comfort? Is it ever too ſoon to be hap- 
py? What did this World ever do for us 
or what is it capable of being to. a truly 
good Man, that ſhould make him loth to leave 


it, eſpecially when it is for that which is in- 


finitely better? And what, tho” the Paſſage 


to yonder glorious World be through Death, 


it will be ſafe, though dark ! If the Conflict 
ſhould be ſharp, it will be but ſhort, and 
if ever ſo painful, it is enough that Go p is 


with us. That Promiſe is ſufficient to ſcat- 
ter our Fear and ſtrengthen our Faith. 


Thou ſhalt guide me with thy Counſel, and 
afterwards receive me to Glory. | 

Laſtly, T mis ſhould make us ealy in 
the Death of Godly Men. I would not 


have you to be ignorant, Brethren con- 


ceruing them which are aſleep, that ye 
* ki not even as others which have #0 


* 
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Hape. For if we believe that |Feſus died, 
And roſe again, ever ſo them alſo aba 
ſleep in Feſus will God bring with him. 
1 Thef. iv. 13, 14. We are net to ſup- 
poſe the godly Dead wholly extinct, nor 
are we to mourn for them as if they were 
never to riſe and live again: Unhappy 
-Pagans may indeed be ready to abandon 
[themſelves to immoderate Sorrow on this 
account, but it would ill become Believers in 
CHRIST and the Reſurrection, to do ſo: 
- The Condition of the pious Dead is, and 
mall be very glorious ;- they are bleſſed 
and at Reſt; and ſhall be perfectly and for 
ever ſo; we ſhould not therefore ſorrow 
for them with an immoderate heathenyh 
Sorrow, nor indeed fo much as wiſh them 
Here again, for as much as this, however 
it might gratify us, would be their Los; 
they ſleep in I ES Us, and GoD will bring 
them with Him, and therefore at the Death 

. of your Chriſtian Friends comfort ore ans- 
ther iu theſe Words. 5 

IMA E no queſtion, but our Reverend 

and Worthy Friend, Mr. Jo HN GLE p- 

'HILT, was one of thoſe Pious Men to ah. 

to live was CHRIST, aud to die Gain. He 
was born in Torkfo:re, I think, in the Year 
1661. His Father was a moſt excellent 


Fer * a Man of eminent Piety, and great 
— EKznowledge, 


LY 


Work of the Miniſtry; and thoſe” of chem 


(83) 
Kibwledge; who! carried on a Houriſhing 
Trade with good Reputation, for muny 
Tears, Was of eonſiderable Weight. in: the 
Place and. Neighbourhood where „e lived, 
had a 8954 Report of all Men, aud , che 


Truth ſel; ; was remarkable for- Perſonal 


and Family Religion, and was of great Uſe 
and Bſteem in the CHurch of GO B. Thils 
Son, the pious Father devoted to Gn 
more immediate Service, and gave Aim his 
Educa tion for that Purpoſe, wich the excel- 
Jent Mt. Hanblin, Who was ſo happy as t 
train up many very worthy Perſons for the 


who were of Mr. GledbAPs ſtanding in parti- 
car were Men of great Capacity And Of 
an excellent Spirit. I cannot ſay, that the 
greater Part of them remain to this: Bay, 
for. alas! "OY are mow Nu a FR 
"flep en 
OUR Mr. Gledbill was ak | Sean, 

0 camè very early in Lite unter thoſe ſe- 
rious Impreſſions which never wote''eRf. 
It might be truly faid of him, that he fear 
60D from his Jouth, and by this Means he 


Was the better prepared to make an early 
Entrance upon the Work of the Miniſtry, 


"which he aid, young as he was, with great 


Courage and Zeal in à time of Perſecution, 
; 1 it Was a difficult Thing fot. a Non- 


+ E conformiſt 
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comſormiſt -Minifter to perform his Office, 


and a dangerous one to own his Character. 


But ſor as much as there was then 2 great 


Door opened and effectual, God raiſed up 
ſuitable Inſtruments, though there were ma- 
27 Adverſaries. Mr. Gledbill ſpent but 
Few Years in the Miniſtry before he came 
by ' Gov's Direction to fulfill it in this 
Place: Some of you remember as well as 
J and ſome it may be, better, his firſt com. 
ing to Colcheſter: He came hither in the 
prime of his Days, and beſt of Life, here 
he ſettled and was ordained, and ſpent his 
Time and Strengtli watching for Souls, and 


ſerving Gop and you with his Spirit in 
the Goſpel of his San; he found the Church 
of Cnx1sT here in a divided State ; but 
his peaceable Spirit, and prudent Behavi- 


our, reſtored and continued its Peace. Mr. 
Gledhill was a ſound Divine, and well un- 
derſtood the Chriſtian Doctrine, he had 


read Mr. Calvin's Works early in Life, 
and was moſtly of his Judgment; he was 
a great Admirer of the Free-Grace of Gop 


in CHRIST, and a ſtrenuous Advocate for 
it; but always guarded againſt the Abuſe 
of it either by Sloth or Licentiouſneſs; he 
judged for himſelf by the Light of holy 
Scripture, and moſt readily gave the ſame 


Trey to others; was very candid and 


ready 


owned in this Towp, 
up here by Mr. G bs Predeceſſor, the 


(33) 


ready to make Allowance for different De- 
grees of Light in this State of Imperfection * 
and I ſo well knew him in all the Intima- 


cies of Life, as to be able to ſay, he was 


. fully perſuaded that there was no Contra- 


dition between being Orthodox and Ca- 
tholick ; he was for Truthing it in Love, 
and had much of the Candour and Charity 
ſo ſtrongly and frequently recommended by 
the Goſpel. 

Ma, Gledpills natural Temper was very 
chearful, but his bodily. Conſtitution weak 
and tender, which, howeyer, he uſed with 
that Care, that for many Years together he 
was iz Labours more abundant, Pr caching 
twice every Lord s-Day to a numerous Au- 
ditory, and every other Lord's. Day Cate- 
chiſing Young People publickly in the E. 
vening: A Work which Go p has greatly 
and which was ſet 


worthy Mr. Rawlinſon, whoſe Name and 
Memory is precious to many of you as well 
as to me, and who, amongſt the reft of the 
Inſtances of his great Love to this Congre- 
gation, built the Place in which we are now 
worſhipping the Go p of our Fathers, and 
his Sepulchre is here, for he not only loved 
1, and built us this Synagogue, but was bu- 
ried in it at his own Defire not long after he 
had the Pleaſyre to ſee it finiſned. TuIs 
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Furs, with che other Branches olf, his 


Miniſterial Work, Mr. Gledbill performed. 


wich Pleaſure, Zeal and Fervour, and; was 


very ſeldom hindered by Sickneſs from any, 


Part. of his Miniftratien. all the 177 8 
Years. he lived and ſerved amongſt vou. 
Spirits were briske andtwrarm, and his — 
'emper quick, which now and then got the 
Start of his judgment; but Lam able to a 
after Thirty Years Acquaintance | with, him, 
hat he was as honeſt a Man as evet I knew, 
moſt inoffenſive, cautious, peaccable, and 
aſy to be intreated; hut if a haſty Expreſ- 
fes efcaped from kim, as indeed it ſometimes 
would, himſelf ſuffered more Grief, for it, 


than. the Perfon offended by it. He was a 
Learty, fincere, and faithful Friend, dearly 


Joved his Brethren inthe Miniſtry, and lived 
With great brotherly Affection and Conki- 
Hence w ith- his Neighbour and Friend, good 


and worthy Mr. GÞ/cz, for Thirty- four ( 


Tears together without the leaſt Strife or 
Diſcord: J mention this with Pleaſure, and 
to the Honour of both theſe Miniſters, and 
T heartily wiſh the Harmony of the two 
Congregations may: be always preſer ved by 
the like Prudence and good Temper, of which 

been fine maße en 
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anblameably he led and walked amon oft 
jou, ye are Witneſſes. and God alſo: 1 250 


he died as he lived, with humble Nele 


and without Fear; he was an Upright Mau, 


whoſe End war eace. His ſaſt Sickneſs. 


un ſomewhat. long and lingring, he waſt 
away by: Herter and died as one 
my out by Weakneſs rather than Years; 


and was ſo far ſpent and waſted, ene could 


not in Pity and Compaſſion to him will 
im to live any longer; while he lay in his 


Ty ling gring Sickneſs he had no Fear, Ago. 


wg 4 3 


pies..of- which he had ſametimes felt in the, 


Courſe of Life, but now he. was all calm and 
peaceful, believing his Acceptance with God, 
and declaring that he had Bread: to eat th 
World Ene uot hing of; and when the time 
of his Departure came, he ſweetly died 
away, and on the Evening of the Lord s. 
Dey, without ſo much as a dying Groan, 
fell aſleep in IRS us. 

M long and intimate Acquaiatance 
with this my dear Friend and Brother, en- 
ables - me to ſay, that he was moſt ſenſibly 
affected with the Defects and Miſtakes of 
his Life ; no body either did or ought ſo to 
remark upon his Errors as he . did; 
he was A truly penitent Believer, and breath- 
ed forth ſtrong Cries to GD for pardon- 


My Mere and renewed Strength and. 


Comfort; 


I. 
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Comfort; 1 well know A whit were tas 


greateſt Afflictions, and how he laboured 
with his own Spirit to bear them patiently, 
wud improve them wiſely. 

As to you, his beloved People, he Hil a 
ear and deep Senſe of your Reſpect to 
his Perſon, and Love to his Miniſtry, you 
carried it well to your Miniſter, and greatly 
encouraged him in his Work; and you had 
his Labours and Prayers, and a great Room 
in his Heart; he wore out in your Service, 
and was gladiy ſpent for you"through abun- 
dant Loue; and I doubt not many that are 
gone out of our World, and many of you 
who yet remain in it, are, and will be his 
Hope, and Joy, and Crown. I heartily re- 
commend you to GO, and beſeech him 
ro direct and bleſs your future Choice ; and 


I recommend to you Prudence, Unanimi- 


&, Chriſtian Forbearance and a. peaceable 
3 255 


Father; his Children know the Tenderneſs 
and Indulgence with which he uſed them; 
here his Love, and Care, and Fear were 
drawn out, and his Bowels greatly enlarg- 


ed; you chiefly made him willing to live, 
or ſo much as ſeemingly loth to dje; far 
you he: ſighed deeply, and prayed hard, and 
Ty often 


I am hardly able to ſay any thing here 
of my good Brother in the Character of a 


kn Pa Loa ww ww kk. e 2e © 


cm . js ' 


-— TY 


"= * * * 7 nm cg 1 2 1 4 9 * 9 1 SOS #1 
, ] 1 5 Wo * f 4 LS I — 
” 1 od - — q 1 l i [| 4 by 
4% — IS 21D TS TS Wd Bo _ Fl. 5 14 
8 
— 
1 4 
= 
4 * 
11 * SS 


oſten bleſſed ow all | ſolemnly i ia the Name 
of the Lord: Remember, I beſeech; and 
charge you, his tender Loye, and faithful 
Advice, and holy Example, and-pray and 
labour to meet him in Heaven; he left you 
to Go p, with whom the Fatherleſs find 
Mercy, and if you walk not contrary to 
him, will be your God, and Guide, and 
Raden 

AND now, to coacluidl,: Should not we) 
my Brethren, Who are Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel, be quickened by ſuch Providences as 
this? Should not the Death of our Fathers 
excite and urge us to greater Diligence in 
the Work of our own, common LO K&D, 


Should we not labour to be accepted of 


Gov, and watch as thoſe who mult give 


an Account. The Colcheſter Minifters have 
long lived and laboured together in this 

Town, for the Service of CHRIST and 
Souls; but the one is now dead, and the 


other not likely long to ſurvive. The Lord 
of the Vineyard is calling | theſe Labourers 
to give them their Hire, and their Age and 
Death ſpeak to us to rake; heed to our Mi- 
niſiry that we fulfil it ; Mr. Giljon was in 


this Town in the Time of Mr. Gledhs 
Predeceſſor, and has told me, that in a Vi- 


ſit he made him a little before his Death, he 
ſaid, I an going, prepare to follow ; this 
Advice 
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Advice is pere to 4b this Providers | 
Of aur Reverend Fathers and Worthy! te. 
thren therefore, who are dead or dy ing out 
of our World, let us learn to. ſay, for us f 
moe 4s Chriſt, and to die Gaia. We havd 
bur Lives from him and therefore ſhould 
ſpend them in his Service, and employ them 
to his Honour; we have received our, Mi 
niſtry from Him, and ſhould magmit) a 
Offer, Who ſhould refolve to ſpend and. be 
ent in the Service of CN Vs , if not we? 
Tet Love to CR Is T and: Souls. inſpire out 
Prayers and Preaching; let Zeal for GO 
animate our Endeavours, jet us be ſtrong in 
the Faith giving Glory to GG p, abound in 
"Love to one another, and heartily. purſue 
the Things that make for Peace, upon which 
Wy the Reputation and Succets of our Miniſtry 
much depend; let it but be che Bulineſs of out 
= Lite to do our Maſter's Work, and we may 
be ſure: when Death comes it will ſecure our 
Acceptance and Reward; let us in nothin? 
Ze aſbamed, but now and always magnify 
1 'CERIST, iohether it be by Life or Hy Death. 
Ad rote, Brethren, faretwetl, be Perfect, le 
„„, god Comfort, be of one Mind, live 4 
Peace, and the God * Love and + 
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